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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Join or Die Persuasive Writing 

	TEACHER NAME
Nancy Greissing
	PROGRAM NAME
Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]
American Colonies

	NRS EFL(s)
2 – 4 
	TIME FRAME
150 minutes 

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.2.2, R.3.2

	Text Types and Purposes
	W.3.1, W.4.1, W.3.2


	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.2.1, S.3.1
S.2.2, S.3.2

S.3.3
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.2.1, L.3.1
L.2.2, L.3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.2.3, R.3.3, R.3.4

R.2.5, R.3.7
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.4, W.3.3, W.4.3

W.2.5, W.3.4

W.2.6, W.3.5
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	S.2.4, S.3.5

	Knowledge of Language
	L.2.3, L.3.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.2.7, W.3.6
W.3.8
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	L.2.5, L.3.5

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.2.11, R.3.14, R.4.10

	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· The student will be able to relate the Benjamin Franklin cartoon, Join or Die to assess how it reflects the need for the 13 American colonies to unite against British tyranny.
· The student will research typical jobs of the colonial era and hypothesize the particular problems they would have under British rule.
· The student will develop a logical, persuasive argument, in letter format, from the point of view of a colonist, citing evidence for reasons to unite against Great Britain.

· The student will use the computer to produce their letter and volunteer to share in large or small groups.
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Teacher observation of student participation in discussion.
· Student completion of assigned role: letter writer, reporter, cartoonist/illustrator, copy editor.

· Letter writer is responsible for completing the Persuasion Map.

· Reporters are responsible for completing the GIST template.
· Cartoonists/illustrators are responsible for effective portrayal of the events.

· Copy editors are responsible for completing the Newspaper Article Summary Questions.
· Evaluation of finished newspaper.


	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE
· This lesson follows the We the People… lesson
· The students will have read and discussed the chapters and study questions in the text which explain the injustices that the colonists endured under British colonial rule and the steps they took to establish freedom and independence.
· In Lesson “We the People…” the students examined the Declaration of Independence and the guarantees in the Bill of Rights which evolved out of colonial experience.
· Students will have written examples of narrative, descriptive and persuasive paragraphs.


	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
1. As students arrive, the Join or Die cartoon is projected onto white board.

a. Give each student a copy of the cartoon.

b. The students will be informed that today they are all members of “The Boston Gazette, with many jobs to choose from to create a newspaper about The Boston Tea Party.

2. Students will be instructed to use the previous week’s Cause/Effect chart to review the list of British injustices

3. In small groups, students will discuss the cartoon and its relation to the colonists’ grievances.

4. Have students view The Story Behind the Boston Tea Party video.

5. Students will have a list of newspaper job descriptions and choose one of the following jobs: letter writer, reporter, cartoonist/illustrator, copy editor.
a. Letter writer:

i. Using the Persuasion Map graphic organizer, students who choose to write letters to the editor will be directed to Colonial Times to examine colonial jobs and select one to provide a point of view in a letter writing activity. 
ii. Those students will fill out the Colonial American Jobs Research questions (attached).

iii. Students will develop a logical argument in a persuasive Letter to the Editor from a colonial tradesman’s point of view.  The letter will describe the hardships endured under British laws, curfews, restrictions and taxes.  The letter will encourage the fellow colonist to acknowledge the need to “Join or Die.”
b. Reporter:

i. Using the GIST template and the Boston Tea Party Historical Society website, have the reporters identify the pertinent facts of the Boston Tea Party.

c. Cartoonist/illustrator:

i. The cartoonists/illustrators will be sketching or printing graphics to illustrate the articles on The Boston Tea Party.

d. Copy editor:

i. Using the Newspaper Article Summary Questions, the copy editors can work with the reporters to complete the columns and begin writing about the Boston Tea Party.
e. Depending on class size, students can work together to write one article, or can write more than one article. The teacher can recommend different story angles if necessary. 
6. The students who have completed their task can “paste up” the articles, and design the “staff” section. Illustrators can design or find suitable type to print the newspaper’s name and paste on top of the newspaper 
7. The Boston Gazette staff will gather to share their final product, writers can read their work, and illustrators can explain their choice of pictures and all can critique their efforts at portraying the Boston Tea Party and the effectiveness of the Letters to the Editor to persuade their fellow Bostonians to “Join or Die.” 

	RESOURCES
Projector, ability to project

Computers for student use

Internet access

Student copies of Join or Die political cartoon

History.org: The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation's Official History and Citizenship Website. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.history.org/history/teaching/enewsletter/volume5/november06/primsource.cfm 

The Story Behind the Boston Tea Party video

Labaree, B. (2013, March 18). The story behind the Boston Tea Party. Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1cT_Z0KGhP8 

Colonial Times. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.landofthebrave.info/colonial-times.htm 

Student copies of Persuasion Map (for letter writers)

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/printouts/persuasion-a-30310.html 

Student copies of Colonial American Jobs Research questions (attached)
Student copies of GIST Template
GIST Template [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson290/Template.pdf
Student copies of Newspaper Article Summary Questions
Newspaper Article Summary Questions [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson929/summary.pdf
What was the Boston Tea Party? (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.boston-tea-party.org/index.html
Newspaper templates

Choose a Newspaper Template and Start Designing! (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.makemynewspaper.com/free-newspaper-templates 

Newspaper Article Summary Questions graphic organizer

Newspaper Article Summary Questions [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson929/summary.pdf 

Text Lessons 1 and 2 on American Colonies
Steck-Vaughn social studies: Test preparation for the 2014 GED test: Student book. (2014). Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. (Available from the Ohio Aspire PDN Library)


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Students have several options to choose from as they work to create a page of “The Boston Gazette”, based on their study of life under British rule, and the Boston Tea Party, a significant event that paved the way towards revolution. 
· The Gazette activity allows for students to choose different ways to process and present information. This project provides an opportunity for students to demonstrate knowledge from their preferred learning style, cooperate and learn from each other, and see how the sum is greater than the parts.
· Students may opt to research an occupation together and co-author the letter or news article.  In this collaborative activity, students may overlap and assist one another in positive ways.


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION
Students have written some very informed and interesting letters during this activity.  I have been impressed at the level of interest of students in correlating history and current events. I have used the Gazette format in other lessons; I look forward to using it in class again soon.

	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Colonial America Jobs Research

1.  Go to history.org and click on Trades

2. Read through the job descriptions. Select a job that you would have done if you had lived during the Colonial American era. There are also articles on other important jobs, such as miller, in the website.

3. After you choose a trade or job, complete these questions:

a.  Name of your job

b. Define the responsibilities of the job

c. What tools are required for this job? Where do you get these tools?

d. How are the tools used and why are they necessary?

e. Why was your trade important in Colonial America?  Who were your customers?

f. Review the restrictions imposed on the colonists under British rule, in previous activities and in Declaration of Independence.  Brainstorm in a small group or do further research to discover at least three ways that your business would be impacted by taxes, tariffs, curfews, and other laws.

4. In a letter to another colonist, use your research to persuade him to support the cause to “Join or Die”.
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